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How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 
1 Thessalonians 3:9 NIV 

 

     When I was a kid, Christmas was my favorite holiday, hands down. After all, what could compete with decorating, 
presents, sled-riding, and fun times with extended family? As I have grown older, however, Thanksgiving is starting to 
vie for favorite-holiday status. 
 

One reason is that this time of year triggers an intentionality to be grateful. Not just a general thankfulness, but a 
specific, spell-it-out, rejoice-in-it, keep-a-list, share-it-with-others kind of gratitude. And I need gratitude. My heart 
needs to be thankful on purpose. My relationships with others need a foundation of gratitude. 
 

My relationship with the Lord also flourishes when my heart is acting out of gratefulness. When I live in light of the 
principle that God owns it all—my time, my talents, my resources—and that I am a steward of those gifts, my posture 
is humility, generosity and thankfulness. 
 

Henri Nouwen wrote, “As our prayer deepens into a constant awareness of God's goodness, the spirit of gratitude 
grows within us. Gratitude flows from the recognition that who we are and what we have are gifts to be received and 
shared. Gratitude releases us from the bonds of obligation and prepares us to offer ourselves freely and fully for the 
work of the Kingdom.” 
 

There are no words that we could share that give enough meaning to how greatful we are for your sacrifice in 
providing for our ministry.  Your prayerful and financial investment in our ministry with FamilyLife allowes us to 
continue pursuing our Call from God to marriages, families and training other missionaries that will take God’s 
message of love to the four corners of the world. From our Home to Yours, have a Special Thanksgiving! 
 

A SPECIAL NOTE FROM SHARON THIS MONTH ABOUT HER FIRST MISSION TRIP 

I had the special opportunity of going on my first mission trip last month with a group from our church to Guatemala.  The 
countryside was amazing and the people there were too. 
 

We helped build a two-room school for the village of Pambache and also worked with the children there.  Then on two 
evenings we showed the Jesus Film there as well.  The children were so sweet and welcoming.  I even participated in a 
Spanish speaking puppet show for them but needed to have an interpreter so I would know when my puppet was speaking! 
 

Even though we don't speak the same language, a smile says a lot.  I came home feeling very blessed for what I 
have...things I took for granted.  Ice, water, bathing, flushing toilet paper!  But then I realized the other day that is all they 
know--this is very natural for them.  I was touched after the church service when the women came to greet us and hug and 
kiss us on the cheek.  Such kind and wonderful people.  Even the little children of the church were so helpful and mannerly at 
the work site! 
 

It was a blessing to be a part of the Jesus Film and seeing them pray for Him to come into their life.  As a missionary with Cru 
which Jesus Film is a part of I am so happy (and proud as a Nazarene) that 20 years ago the decision was made for the 
Nazarene Church to partner with Cru (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) to experience reaching even more for the 
gospel.  Taken from the Nazarene website:  In 1997, five Nazarene lay couples thought it would be a great idea for their 
denomination to work with the Jesus Film Project of Campus Crusade for Christ.  (Global Mission Director Louie) Bustle 
signed the partnership agreement for the ministry with the original director of Jesus Film Project, Paul Eshleman, later that 
year.  “I think this is the greatest tool God has given the Church in these years, and I’m just glad the Church of the Nazarene 
was a part of using this tool to build the kingdom of God,” Bustle said. 
 

I will remember the amazing blessings I have in a new way.  It was incredible being a part of sharing Christ to the lost. 

                                  Serving with FamilyLife & Cru 

Sandy & Sharon 
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